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who proposed, seconded and supported the election of the first
president, W. G. Bonnerjee, an eminent Indian Christian lawyer
from Bengal.
The Congress programme was concerned with both the pace and
the method of constitutional progress. As to pace it declared that a
step beyond that taken in 1861 was now overdue. The nine resolu-
tions of the first National Congress marked the beginning of the
formulation of India's demands.  The first resolution asked for a
Royal Commission to inquire into the working of the Indian admin-
istration. The second asked for the abolition of the India Council.
The third dealt with the defects of the Legislative Councils in which
all the members were then nominated and asked for the admission
of elected members. The fourth prayed for simultaneous examina-
tions for the I.C.S. and the raising of the age of candidates. The fifth
and sixth dealt with the increasingly excessive military expenditure.
The seventh protested against the annexation of Upper Burma and
its proposed incorporation with India. Pherozcshah Mehta protested
against the annexation and urged that, if it must be annexed, Burma
should be treated as a crown colony and should not be made a
burden upon Indian revenues. The eighth resolution ordered the
sending of the resolutions to political associations, to be discussed
and passed all over the country by political bodies and public meet-
ings. The final resolution fixed the next Congress at Calcutta on
December 28, 1886.
After three days* labour, the Congress concluded with a vote of
thanks to the president, followed by three cheers for Hume9 which
the c'Father of the Congress'3 ever since received at every session of
the Congress until his death in 1915. There was an outburst of loyal
demonstration when Hume called for "three times three cheers for
Her Majesty the Queen Empress"*
The resolutions of the first Congress were drafted at a private
meeting held at the residence of Principal Wordsworth of the Elpbin-
stone College and attended by other officials who included Sir
William Wedderburn, Justice Ranade and others. The background
of the Congress as given by W. C, Bonnerjee is: "Mr. A. O, Hume,
C.B. had in 1884 conceived the idea that it would be of great advan-
tage to the country if leading Indian politicians could be brought
together once a year to discuss social matters and be upon friendly
footing with one another. He did not desire that politics should form